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Solent University Student Has High Hopes For The Future 

 
Bethany Gough, aged 19 from Croydon began studying BA (Hons) Public Relations and 
Communications Management at Solent University in 2019. She excelled in her A-levels 
gaining one A and two B grades and received a scholarship from Solent University upon 
starting her studies. She threw herself into university life involving herself both academically 
and socially. Alongside one of her friends she became the course rep for her course, allowing 
her to practice her verbal communication skills relaying feedback and pitching ideas to the 
management team.  
 
During her first year, Gough was given opportunities to develop new skills by working 
alongside established organisations such as the New Forest Outdoor Centre, NATS and The 
Red Box Project. These organisations pitched a brief to the students which then required 
them to work in groups to produce campaigns. They were then asked to present their ideas 
back to the clients. When asked about her first year Gough said “working with live clients 
really allowed me to put my skills into practice and gave me a taste of what the working 
culture of the PR industry is like. The feedback given by these clients was extremally valuable 
and has allowed me to develop into the person I am today”.  
 
Furthermore, Gough also attended extra-curricular academic activities last year in order to 
develop her skills. These included an ‘e-campaign in a day’ challenge which requires students 
to plan and execute a PR campaign in just 8 hours. Bethany excelled at this using a digital 
campaign to promote lowering the voting age to 16. Her group didn’t win but was highly 
praised by the CIPR president for a well put together and thought out campaign. She also 
attended a ‘Crisis Simulation’ day where students were fed information throughout the day 
and required to put their plans into action quickly and effectively. 
 
Gough is now studying remotely at home due to Covid-19 restrictions. Outside of University, 
she was keen to get involved in her local community and help out during the pandemic. She 
has gained employment at a Covid-19 testing site which allows her to put her professional 
skills into practise by working as a part of a team but also has developed key customer service 
and verbal communication skills. After her degree she plans to gain employment in a PR 
agency, but also has a passion for travelling the world so isn’t fazed by where the agency is 
based.   
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